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English 
Coraline by Neil Gaiman 

 

This unit of learning is based around the text ‘Coraline’ by 

Neil Gaiman. While reading this text we will be exploring 

the setting of an alternative and parallel world. 

Investigating how the book compares reality and illusion. 

As well as discussing a number of themes like fortitude in 

adversity, resilience and self belief.  

 

Learning Outcomes: 

• To enjoy a story and discuss its meanings  

• To explore narrative plot, settings, characters and draw 

inferences to aid understanding  

• To broaden understanding of writers' use of language 

and build a varied vocabulary 

 

Written outcomes: 

- Writing a recount of Coraline’s first visit to her 

alternative home. 

- Writing a letter of invitation from Coraline’s other 

mother suggesting that she returns to her other house 

for a weekend sleepover. 

- Writing an evaluative review of the story presented as 

a balanced argument. 

  

Maths 

Measurement: Perimeter and Length  

• Convert between different units of measure eg kilometre to metre.  

• Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including 

squares) in cm and m. 

Geometry: Angles 

• Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two 

right angles by size.  

• Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 

triangles, based on their properties and sizes. 
 

Geometry: Shape and Symmetry  

• Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in different orientations.  

• Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of 

symmetry. 

 

Geometry: Position and Direction  

• Describe positions on a 2D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant. 

• Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 

the left/ right and up/ down.  

• Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 

 

All the learning objectives in this half term overview are subject to change depending on the needs of the 

children. We want all Nelson children to maximise their potential. Therefore, learning is flexible in order to 

challenge and support in the most effective way. If you have any questions about how your child is 

learning, please speak to their class teacher. 



NELSON LEARNING CHALLENGES: Year 4 Summer 1 

Why were the Norman castles 

certainly not 

bouncy? 

Why did the Normans build so many castles? 

Who was William the Conqueror and why is 

1066 a famous date in British history? 

How do we know what happened in 1066 and how 

could we produce a similar ‘collage’ to explain 

what happened in Britain this year? 

What do you know about the Motte and Bailey 

castle and can you design one? 

What is the Domesday Book and do we have 

something similar today? 

What changed in Britain as a result of the 

Norman conquest? 

Why do you think London is the 

capital city of the United 

Kingdom? 

What is Judaism?  



Why were the Norman castles certainly not 

bouncy? 

Chronological 

understanding 

 

• Can they describe 

events and periods 

using the words: BC, 

AD and decade? 

• Can they plot recent 

history on a timeline 

using centuries? 

• Can they place periods 

of history on a timeline 

showing periods of 

time? 

• Can they use their 

mathematical skills to 

round up time 

differences into 

centuries and decades? 

Knowledge and 

interpretation 

 

•Can they explain how 

events from the past have 

helped shape our lives? 

•Can they recognise how 

lives in the past are 

different from ours? 

•Do they know that people 

who lived in the past 

cooked and travelled 

differently and used 

different weapons from 

ours? 

•Do they recognise that 

the lives of wealthy people 

were very different from 

those of poor people? 

•Do they appreciate how 

items found belonging to 

the past are helping us to 

build up an accurate 

picture of how people lived 

in the past? 

Historical enquiry 

 

• Can they research two 

versions of an event 

and say how they 

differ? 

• Can they give more 

than one reason to 

support an historical 

argument? 

• Can they communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding orally 

and in writing and offer 

points of view based 

upon what they have 

found out? 

• Do they appreciate how 

historical artefacts like 

the Magna Carta have 

helped us understand 

more about British lives 

in the present and 

past? 

Challenging 
 

• Can they use their 

mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time 

differences between 

certain major events in 

history? 

• Can they begin to build up 

a picture of what main 

events happened in 

Britain/ the world during 

different centuries? 

•Can they recognise that 

people’s way of life in the 

past was dictated by the work 

they did? 

•Do they appreciate that 

wealthy people would have 

had a very different way of 

living which would have 

impacted upon their health 

and education? 

•Can they independently, or 

as part of a group, present an 

aspect they have researched 

about a given period of 

history using multi-media 

skills when doing so? 

History 

Design Technology 

 

Children will have the chance to carry out research 

into Motte and Bailey castles and find resources and 

materials to make their own. 

Children’s Thoughts:  

 

Why did the 

Normans invade? 

What is a Domesday 

Book? 

Why were Norman 

castles certainly 

not bouncy? 



Know About and Understand Express and Communicate Gain and Deploy Skills 

• Can they describe different features of 

religions and worldviews? 

• Can they make connections between 

different religions and world views? 

• Can they explain more about celebrations, 

worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which 

mark important points in life? 

• Can they reflect on their ideas? 

• Can they observe and understand varied 

examples of religions and worldviews? 

• Can they explain, with reasons, their 

meanings and significance to individuals and 

communities? 

• Can they discuss and represent their own views on challenging 

questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth? 

• Can they represent other’s views on the same? 

 • Do they understand the challenges of 

commitment to a community of faith or belief? 

• Can they suggest why belonging to a 

community may be valuable in their own 

lives? 

 

• Can they explore and describe a range of 

beliefs and actions? 

• Do they understand different ways of life 

and ways of expressing meaning? 

• Can they observe and consider different 

dimensions of religion? 

• Can they explore and show understanding of 

similarities and differences between different 

religions and worldviews? 

Religious Education What is Judaism? 

Children’s Thoughts: 

 

How is Judaism similar and 

different to other religions I 

know about? 

What celebrations do they 

have? 

Some subjects this half term do not link with our NLC. Please find below what Year 4 will be learning in Computing, Music, PE and PSHE/Mind UP. 

Music PE PSHE/Mind Up 

To learn to play a brass 

instrument (cornet, 

baritone, trombone) 

  

To learn to make a sound, 

at least 6 notes on the 

instrument and at least 4 

tunes by ear 
 

Unit: Striking and Fielding 
 

*Can I use good technique to time the ball 

and play various cricket shots? 

*Can I bowl using correct cricket technique? 

*Can I recognise different techniques to 

catch? 

*Can I understand the importance of fielding 

in the deep? 

*Can I work within a team to make a small-

sided game successful? 
 

Creative Problem-Solving  

 

• Identifying different 

perspectives 

• Learning how to have a more 

optimistic  outlook.  

• Practise savouring happy 

personal experiences. 

• Identifying things in their own 

lives they are really grateful 

for.  

 

 

Computing 

We are Meteorologists 

 

This unit brings together 

data measurement, 

analysis and 

presentation, as the 

children take on the role 

of meteorologists and 

weather presenters. 


